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WPS Background



What I1s the WPS?

A Federal Regulation
A 1974 EPA published 40 CFR, Part 170

N AVorker Protection Standard for Agricultural
Pesticideso

A Rule is intended to reduce the risks of illness or
Injury to workers and handlers resulting from
occupational exposures to pesticides in the
production of agricultural plants

A Rule was Revised in 1992 with Amendments
added in 1995, 1996, and 2004.



Revised WPS Rule

APublished in Federal Register
November 2, 2015

AMOST new rule requirements go into
effect January 2, 2017

A A few requirements are delayed until
January 2, 2018



What is a pesticide?

A Any substance or mixture of substances intended

for:

I preventing, &

i destroying, ' =
i repelling, or S ——
I mitigating

any pest

A Or, any plant regulator, defoliant or desiccant.

A Does not include fertilizers or nutrients



What are pesticides?

A Insecticides

A Botanicals

A Biological controls

A Deer and rabbit repellents



What are pesticides?

A Disinfectants & bleaches
A Herbicides

A Rat & mouse baits
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Organic Materials Review Institute
(OMRI) Categories That Are Pesticides
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Acetic Acid

Animal Repellents
Bacillus Thuringiensis
Beauveria Bassiana
Biological Controls
Boric Acid

Botanical Pesticides
Calcium Polysulfide
Chlorine Dioxide
Chlorine Materials
Compost Tea?
Copper Products
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Corn Gluten
Cytokinins
D-limonene

Diatomaceous Earth
Disinfectants

Ferric Phosphate
Nonsynthetic Fungicides
Garlic

Gibberellic Acid
Nonsynthetic Herbicides
Hydrogen Peroxide
Inoculants
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OMRI Categories That Are Pesticides

Lime Sulfur

Microbial Products

Mined Minerals (Surround)
Neem Extract & Oils
Nonsynthetic Nematicides
Narrow Range Oils
Nonsynthetic Oils
Peracetic Acid
Pheromones

Plant Extracts

Potassium Bicarbonate
Pseudomonas
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Pyrethrum
Sanitizers

Seed Treatments
Soap

Sodium Carbonate
Spinosad
Streptomycin Sulphate
Sulfur
Tetracycline
Trichoderma

Virus Sprays
Yucca



Some nNnOrgani co
A Trilogy: Neem Oil, 4 hour REI

A Javelin: Btk, 4 hour REI, dust/mist filtering
respirator for applicators

A DES-X: insecticidal soap, 12 hour REI,
eyewear, coveralls, chem-resist footwear
and gloves

A Champion: copper hydroxide, 48 hour REI,
eyewear required



Scope and Applicability

A The USDA National List of allowed
pesticides for organic growers
Includes many EPA registered
pesticides that include WPS labeling
and compliance with the WPS
requirements.



Scope and Applicability

A Keys to WPS applicability:
I Use of a WPS-labeled pesticide

product on an na
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Scope and Applicability

WPS requirements are incorporated onto pesticide

labeling of agricultural use products by WPS reference
statement contained I n the
Requirement so box

AGRICULTURAL USE
REQUIREMENTS

Use this product only in
accordance with its labeling

-
gricultural workers
s, and in forests
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Find this statement on the label:

Agricultural Use Requirements
Use this product only in accordance with its labeling and with the
Worker Protection Standard, 40 CFR part 170. This Standard contains
requirements for the protection of agricultural workers on farms, forests,
nurseries, and greenhouses, and handlers of agricultural pesticides.
It contains requirements for training, decontamination, notification,
and emergency assistance. It also contains specific instructions and
exceptions pertaining to the statements on this label about personal
protective equipment (PPE)and restricted-entry interval. The
requirements in this box only apply to uses of this product that are
covered by the Worker Protection Standard.

Do not enter or allow worker entry into treated areas during the restricted
entry interval (REI) of 4 hours.

PPE required for early entry to treated areas that is permitted under the
orker Protection Standard and that involves contact with anything that

has been treated, such as plants, soil or water, is:

e Coveralls

« Waterproof gloves

e Socks and chemical-resistant footwear




A Statement found on
pesticide labels with
Crop USes:

| Restricted-use
pesticides

I General-use
pesticides

I Pesticides for
organic production
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Scope and Applicability

AGRICULTURAL USE




Scope and Applicability

A Keys to WPS applicability:

I Use of a WPS-labeled pesticide product on an
nNnagricul tur al establ i shm
t he production of an nfnag

I Employment of workers or handlers

AEven farm owners that donot
handlers have WPS responsibilities applicable to
owners and their immediate family
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Scope and Applicability

Who is responsible for providing the
protections?

A Agricultural employers on crop-producing
establishments

Who Is protected?

A Farmworkers

A Pesticide handlers

A Other persons during pesticide applications



WPS Requirements at a Glance

A Inform B i
I Training i

I Pesticide safety information
I Notification
I Information exchange

DANGER PELIGRO
PESTICIDES _PESTICIDAS
="
¢ '\gl .

KEEP OUT
MNO ENTRE
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A Protect
'r
'r

I Suspend applications

Restricted entry intervals (REIS)

" Application exclusion zones (AEZS)

Personal protective equipment (PPE)H' -
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A Mitigate
I Routine decontamination supplies
I Emergency eyewash
I Emergency assistance

22



Summary of Key WPS
Revisions
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Pesticide Safety Training
Key Requirements:

A Pesticide training every year
A Expand training content [Delayed implementation]

A Require recordkeeping of training for 2 years
I Provide worker or handler a copy upon request

ANo fAgrace periodo
A Keep certified applicators as trainers
A Train-the-trainer programs must be approved by EPA
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Notification
Key Requirements:

A Post outdoor treated areas when REI is
greater than 48 hours

A Early-entry workers must be provided
PPE & oral notification of:
I Information about the pesticide application
I specific task to be performed

T amount of time that the worker is allowed
to remain In the treated area

I the PPE required by the label

A No recordkeeping of info provided to
early-entry workers

DANGER PELIGRO

PESTICIDES PESTICIDAS

KEEP OUT
__NO ENTRE _
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Key Requirements:

A Hazard information includes the application-
specific information and the pesticide safety
data sheets (SDSs)

A Post hazard information at central display for
30 days after REI expires and retain for
years

A Access available from display period through
retention to:

I Employee (upon oral or written request)

I Treating medical personnel and persons
working under their supervision (oral or written
reques

I Delsi)gnated representative (written request
only
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Key Requirements:

A Safety information displayed at
central location and certain
decontamination sites

A Additional information required
on display [Delayed implementation]
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Minimum Age for Handlers and
Early-Entry Workers

Key Requirements:

A Requires a minimum age of 18 for pesticide
handlers and early entry workers (who enter
field during restricted-entry interval (REI))

T Members of owner os | mmed.]
from this requirement

I No minimum age in WPS for workers entering field
after REI expires
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Some nNnOrgani co
A Trilogy: Neem Oil, 4 hour REI

A Javelin: Btk, 4 hour REI, dust/mist filtering
respirator for applicators

A DES-X: insecticidal soap, 12 hour REI,
eyewear, coveralls, chem-resist footwear
and gloves

A Champion: copper hydroxide, 48 hour REI,
eyewear required



Respirator Requirements

Key Requirements:
AAdopts by reference
standard for respirators

A When a respirator is required by the labeling, handler
employer must provide handlers with the following before
the handler performs any activity requiring the respirator:

I Medical evaluation
i Fit test
I Respirator training

A Handler employer must maintain records for 2 years

documenting completion of these




Decontamination Supplies

Key Requirements:

A If handler is mixing/loading a product
that requires eye protection, eyeflush
water must be immediately available at PSS
the mix/load site for handler eye
flushing

A If applicator is using a product that
requires eye protection, one pint of
water must be immediately available to
each applicator
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Emergency Assistance
Key Requirements:

A Employer must provide prompt transportation to
emergency medical treatment facility in case of
pesticide illness or injury

A Requires employers to provide for each product the
SDS and specific information about the product, as
well as the circumstances of the application and
exposure, to treating medical personnel
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Implementation Timeline

September 28, 2015 Revised WPS final rule signed and announced.

November 2, 2015

January 1, 2016

January 2, 2017

January 1, 2018

Revised WPS final rule published in the Federal
Register.

Revised WPS final rule becomes effective.
[Compliance is required with existing WPS during 2016.]

Compliance is required with most of the revised WPS
requirements.

Compliance is required with all of the revised WPS

requirements. Last three requirements:

A Cover new content in worker and handler training

A Include new content on pesticide safety information
display

A Handlers suspend applications if anyone is in the
application exclusion zone.



Questions?

A Richard Pont
I pont.richard@epa.gov
i 703-305-6448

A Web site: http://www?2.epa.gov/pesticide-
worker-safety



http://www2.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety

Addi ti onal Exampl e
Pesticide Product Labels and Their
Assocliated PPE Requirements



Source: http://www.cdms.net/Idat/Id5SHO01.pdf




